[Acute non-bacterial interstitial tubular nephritis].
With the idea in mind to review the etiologic characteristics and evolution of nonbacterial acute tubulointerstitial nephritis, 29 cases seen at the Hospital Infantil de México between 1972 and 1978 were studied. The ages of patients fluctuated from 3 months to 14 years; 18 of them were males. The disease was associated with the administration of nephrotoxic agents, fundamentally antibiotics, being in order of frequency; gentamicin, kanamycin, ampicillin and streptomycin. The main initial manifestations were hematuria and oliguria. At the onset of the disease, acute renal failure was found in 5 of the patients. Two patients developed chronic renal failure, which in one of them was caused by diphenylhydantoin and was reversible on discontinuance of the drug. There were 3 deaths which in 2 cases followed infectious complication and in 1, renal failure. Considerations are made on the pathogenesis of the disease which is predominantly immunologic of following direct toxic action.